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Budget 2017/18 consultation – response document 

Questions & Summary of responses 

1. Setting next year's council tax 

We collect Council Tax for ourselves but also on behalf of Cumbria County Council, 
the Police, and your local town or parish council. Only about 13% of your Council 
Tax bill pays for services provided by us. For 2016/17 the annual charge (from 
Allerdale Borough Council) for an average Band D property is £159.95 a year, or 
about £3 a week. 

Since 2012/13 we have not accepted the Council Tax freeze grants from government 
because of the adverse longer term impact this would have on our ability to raise 
income. Instead we have approved a year-on-year increase to Council Tax to keep 
up with inflation. 

In a recent survey nearly 60% of residents supported an increase in Council Tax if 
this meant services that were important to them were protected. An increase in 
Council Tax will allow us to protect front-line services such as: 

• Street cleaning 
• Bin collections 
• Recycling services 
• Grass-cutting 

We would like to know your views on whether we should increase the Council’s 
share of your Council Tax by 1.9% next year. If we increased Allerdale Borough 
Council’s part of the Council Tax bill by 1.9% in 2017/18, it would raise 
approximately £90,000 of additional income for us next year.  For an average Band 
D household this is equivalent to paying £3.04 extra a year (or 6p a week), for an 
average Band A household this would equate to an increase of £2.03 a year (or 4p a 
week). 

To protect services should we increase Allerdale's portion of the council tax 
bill by 1.9% in 2017/18? 

Budget Consultation Response: 

Response Percentage 

Yes 77.42 

No 22.58 

Don’t know 0 

Not answered 0 
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2. Setting fees and charges 

Fees and charges are an important source of income, offsetting the cost of service 
provision and reducing the amount of expenditure that needs to be met from central 
government grants, council tax and business rates. 

For existing charges, the Council’s general policy is that levels of fees and charges 
should rise, each year, in line with the rate of RPI inflation, as determined as part of 
the budget planning process. This general policy is not applied where fees and 
charges are set nationally by central government, or where it is necessary to revise 
the amount the Council charges, other than in line with inflation, to ensure it complies 
with statutory requirements governing the amount charged for a particular service. 

Should we increase fees and charges in line with inflation in 2017/18? 

Budget Consultation Response: 

Response Percentage 

Yes 77.42 

No 16.13 

Don’t know 6.45 

Not answered 0 

 


